Doors open for Lake Oswego's newest senior affordable housing complex
By Everton Bailey Jr., The Oregonian OregonLive.com
Linda Thomson is looking forward to a fresh start.  
    
The 67-year-old Tigard resident retired five years ago and has been looking for a place to move closer to the Lake Grove Presbyterian Church in Lake Oswego, where she worked for 10 years, that was also affordable under her fixed income. 
    
She moves into one of the 45 new units at the Oakridge Park Apartments next week, but a grand opening event today in Lake Oswego was the first time she actually got to see what her one-bedroom unit would look like. So far, she doesn’t have many complaints.  
    
"This is perfect for me," said Thomson. "It's a far more convenient situation for me financially and living wise. I'll even have a friend across the hall." 
    
Thomson and many other patrons got to tour the four-story affordable senior housing complex this afternoon. The $11.5 million Oakridge Park Apartments, at 4255 Oakridge Rd., is Lake Oswego's second subsidized housing complex for senior citizens and opened for residents to move in around Thanksgiving after years of planning and strong opposition from neighbors. The project was funded with state and federal funds.  
    
The project was developed by Northwest Housing Alternatives, a Milwaukie-based nonprofit, and is being sponsored Lake Grove Presbyterian Church, who have offered shuttle service for residents and other amenities.  
    
The apartments come with energy efficient appliances and lighting. The complex also features "green" roofs that display vegetation. 
    
In order to qualify for housing at Oakridge, prospective renters have to be at least 62 years old with an income lower than 50 percent of the county median income or $25,200. McLennan said residents’ rent consists of roughly 30 percent of their earnings. They also receive assistance for payments if they run into difficulties.  
    
Doris Marsh, a friend of Thomson's who toured the complex with her, said she was impressed with the building. Marsh added that she hopes its a sign of thing to come. 
    
"I'd like to see more of this around here," she said. "I know it's hard for some people to believe, but not everyone in Lake Oswego is rich."

-- Everton Bailey Jr.
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Linda Thomson, (left) of Tigard, inspects one of the units in Lake Oswego's Oakridge Park Apartments, while Donna Bowen looks on. Thomson moves into the $11.5 million senior affordable housing complex next week and toured the building during a grand opening on Friday. 
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The Oakridge Park Apartments, an $11.5 million subsidized senior housing project in Lake Oswego, hosted a grand opening Friday. It's the city's second affordable apartment complex for senior citizens.

[image: OakridgeParkLO_3807.JPG]
Linda Thomson, (left) of Tigard, inspects one of the units in Lake Oswego's Oakridge Park Apartments, while Doris Marsh, of Lake Oswego, looks on. Thomson moves into the $11.5 million senior affordable housing complex next week and toured the building during a grand opening on Friday.
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Stephen McMurtrey, (right) housing developer for Northwest Housing Alternatives, gives a tour of Lake Oswego's Oakridge Park Apartments. The $11.5 million complex held a grand opening on Friday and is Lake Oswego's second affordable housing complex for senior citizens.
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Jonathan Trutt, (left) housing director for Northwest Housing Alternatives, gives a tour of one of the 45 units at Lake Oswego's Oakridge Park Apartments. The $11.5 million complex held a grand opening on Friday and is Lake Oswego's second affordable housing complex for senior citizens. 
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The Oakridge Park Apartments, an $11.5 million subsidized senior housing project in Lake Oswego, hosted a grand opening Friday. It's the city's second affordable apartment complex for senior citizens. 
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The Oakridge Park Apartments, an $11.5 million subsidized senior housing project in Lake Oswego, hosted a grand opening Friday. It's the city's second affordable apartment complex for senior citizens. 
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The Oakridge Park Apartments, an $11.5 million subsidized senior housing project in Lake Oswego, hosted a grand opening Friday. It's the city's second affordable apartment complex for senior citizens. 
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