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By  Everton Bailey Jr.
The second subsidized senior housing complex in Lake Oswego is scheduled for a grand opening this week after four years of planning and initial opposition from neighbors. 
    
The new residents of the Oakridge Park Apartments, at 4255 Oakridge Rd., have been moving in since around Thanksgiving. Martha McLennan, executive director of Northwest Housing Alternatives, said by the complex’s Friday grand opening, all but four of the 45 one-bedroom units will be occupied. The event starts at 1 p.m. 
    
“Affordable housing is always a little bumpy and takes a little longer than anybody would hope for, and that’s definitely true with this project,” she said. “But we’re excited to have this completed and our residents are excited to be here as well.” 
    
Construction for the almost $11.5 million project began last fall, with $6.4 million coming from the state’s low-income weatherization assistance program, $4.7 million from the Clackamas County HOME Investment Partnership program, $300,000 from low income housing tax credits and $86,000 from the federal Housing and Urban Development program. At one point, the project was pegged at $9 million.
    
Lake Oswego’s only other affordable senior housing complex is the Hollyfield Village apartments, a three-story, 30-unit complex at 4077 Sunset Dr. 
    
In three years, the Oakridge Park apartments received about 175 interested applicants, and 110 of those applicants were entered into a lottery this year for the available units. Of the 45 people selected, 15 are from Lake Oswego. Some others are former residents who saw the apartments as a way to move back into the city, said McLennan. The applicants not selected were put on a waiting list. 
    
In order to qualify for housing at Oakridge, prospective renters have to be at least 62 years old with an income lower than 50 percent of the county median income or $25,200. McLennan said residents’ rent consists of roughly 30 percent of their earnings. They also receive assistance for payments if they run into difficulties. 
    
McLennan mentioned the Lake Grove Presbyterian Church, located near the Hollyfield Village, has offered to provide a shuttle for residents and help with other services. 
    
The Oakridge Park project has been in development since 2007, when the Lake Oswego Development Review Committee first approved the project, followed by city council approval a year later. Some residents of the Waluga neighborhood opposed the housing development, citing concerns about the site’s size and available parking. 
    
The Waluga Neighborhood Association appealed the city’s decision to the State Land Use Board of Appeals, who ruled that the city improperly applied its code by solely considering age as a disability in granting a conditional use permit for the site. 
    
In 2009, the city council approved the project for a second time, which was met with another appeal by the neighborhood association. The state land use board denied the Waluga neighborhood’s second appeal because the group failed to list an attorney on its notice of intent to appeal. 
    
McLennan said the neighborhood doesn’t plan to launch any future appeals, adding that she feels the Oakridge Park apartments will be an asset to the Waluga Neighborhood. 
    
“I think there’s always going to be fear of the unknown within a community,” she said. “But once that unknown becomes more real and people realize that it fits, that fear goes away. I think that will happen here.” 
    
McLennan said she recently wrote a letter to the Lake Oswego City Council urging the city to consider more affordable housing opportunities in the planned redevelopment of its Foothills District. The city’s framework plan to turn the 107-acre area into a mixed-use area for housing, retail and offices was adopted on Nov. 29 and has been touted as an opportunity to provide housing alternatives for seniors and younger families. 
    
However, the plan mentions senior housing and “market-rate apartments”, but doesn't address affordable housing. 
    
The city formed a nine-member affordable housing task force in 2004. The citizens group produced a report a year later with a list of recommendations to the Lake Oswego City Council, which included now-Mayor Jack Hoffman, with a list of recommendations to offer more housing choices. 
    
Those proposals included creating an affordable housing trust fund, creating a housing board or commission to advise the city council on Lake Oswego housing policies and establishing a minimum percentage of affordable units in all developments that receive assistance from the Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency. Those recommendations and others have yet to be instituted. 
    
“People’s income change over time, and the affordability of Lake Oswego has changed over time as well,” said McLennan. “I think more affordable housing for seniors and others is going to depend on the will and sophistication of the city council as they work on those development agreements.” 
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The Oakridge Park Apartments, an $11.5 million subsidized senior housing project in Lake Oswego, hosted a grand opening Friday. It's the city's second affordable apartment complex for senior citizens.
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Linda Thomson, (left) of Tigard, inspects one of the units in Lake Oswego's Oakridge Park Apartments, while Doris Marsh, of Lake Oswego, looks on. Thomson moves into the $11.5 million senior affordable housing complex next week and toured the building during a grand opening on Friday. 

[image: OakridgeParkLO_3778.JPG]
Jonathan Trutt, (left) housing director for Northwest Housing Alternatives, gives a tour of one of the 45 units at Lake Oswego's Oakridge Park Apartments. The $11.5 million complex held a grand opening on Friday and is Lake Oswego's second affordable housing complex for senior citizens. 
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Stephen McMurtrey, (right) housing developer for Northwest Housing Alternatives, gives a tour of Lake Oswego's Oakridge Park Apartments. The $11.5 million complex held a grand opening on Friday and is Lake Oswego's second affordable housing complex for senior citizens.
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‘Life is big’
Ray Maier is a man who made a difference
BY CLIFF NEWELL
The Lake Oswego Review, Dec 8, 2011 
[image: (news photo)]
VERN UYETAKE / LAKE OSWEGO REVIEW 
In his quiet, caring, hard-working way, Ray Maier has made life better for many people in Lake Oswego and throughout the state, in part thanks to the work of an organization he helped found. On Friday, Maier will be honored for his community contributions over the past 47 years. 
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Let us now praise a really good man.
Ray Maier, who has made a difference in achieving affordable housing in Lake Oswego and beyond, will be honored at the 2 p.m. Friday dedication of Oakridge Park, a new apartment building serving seniors living on modest incomes. A community room will be named after Maier during the grand opening of the facility at 4255 Oakridge Road.
It is a much-deserved tribute.
“Ray is really an exceptional individual,” said Scott Bullard, a longtime friend of the Maier family who now serves on the board of Northwest Housing Alternatives, an organization Maier helped create. “He quietly built a huge organization.”
How huge? NHA now has an $80 million portfolio and has built 1,500 housing units that give shelter to nearly 2,600 people.
“Ray has an incredible passion for service,” said Martha McLennan, executive director of NHA. “He is a great leader. He has a great vision of service. He was always pushing our organization to do more.”
But Maier has no grandiose image of himself.
“This (honor) is quite a surprise to me,” he said. “But I’m very pleased and respectful of their decision.”
Now more than 80 years old, Maier is taking life easier these days as a resident of an assisted-living center in Lake Oswego. For many years, though, he was a George Bailey (“It’s a Wonderful Life”) type of guy in this community, making other people’s lives more wonderful for nearly half a century.
A native of Portland, Maier arrived in Lake Oswego in 1964 to become minister of the Lake Oswego United Church of Christ for the next 20 years. Meanwhile, he was active in other counseling and ministries, and was also a mover and shaker in the community, serving as president of the Lake Oswego Chamber of Commerce.
There may not have been a busier house in Lake Oswego than that of Maier and his late wife, Miriam, a supervisor with the Oregon Department of Human Services.
Scott Bullard looks back with awe and affection.
“Kids were always all over the house,” he said. “His wife was a social worker and there were always foster kids around. Ray was such a giving guy. I think he ended up giving everything away.
“There was never a family who took care of more people without any real thanks or credit that I know off.”
Kids were a specialty of the Maiers, especially their own four children — Andrea, David, Clarolyn and Joel — who all have remarkably diverse and interesting careers in religion, art, music and medicine. People would be wise to pay attention to Maier’s philosophy of parenting.
“Our kids grew up in a home where we worshiped and served God,” Maier said. “Life is not an accident. They were unique people, and we encouraged them to use the gifts that were given to them.
“Every person has the gift to serve God and other human beings. Life is big.”
Besides serving the young, Maier served all kinds of other people, especially people who needed homes. It was 1982 when he began discussing the need for affordable housing in Lake Oswego with a couple other community leaders. The result was Northwest Housing Alternatives, and perhaps the crowning achievement is the new Oakridge Park, one of the only low-income housing complexes in Lake Oswego. Northwest Housing Alternatives developed the apartments in partnership with Lake Grove Presbyterian Church.
Bullard pointed out that building Oakridge Park was a struggle, and for a while there was considerable controversy over having low-income housing in Lake Oswego.
Now, in economic times that have turned tough, nobody would doubt the need for Oakridge Park.
“There are 90 people on the waiting list to get in,” Bullard said. “It’s a wonderful way to help our older citizens.”
McLennan has an excellent way of appreciating Maier’s achievement in Lake Oswego.
“There are 2,500 residents who can go home to a safe, comfortable residence every night,” she said. 


Grand Opening Celebration: Northwest Housing Alternatives will host a grand opening 
What's going on?

Let Vickie know
If your business, church, club, farm, library, restaurant, school or other organization is hosting an activity, class, concert, fundraiser, play, sport or other event in Clackamas County, please send your news releases to:
Vickie Kavanagh in the Clackamas County News Bureau of The Oregonian, 365 Warner Milne Road, Suite 110, Oregon City, OR 97045; email: listings@oregonian.com; fax: 503-656-2417; or call: 503-294-5913.
For a complete calendar of events: oregonlive.com/events and use the search box to the right
for Oakridge Park, 4225 Oakridge Road, from 1-4 p.m. Friday, Dec. 9.

Sen. Jeff Merkley will be there to celebrate the opening of the "first affordable housing developed in the city in 30 years." Oakridge Park will be affordable to seniors with low incomes. Residents will pay just 30% of their income for rent (including utilities). 
 
Financing for the project comes from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Section 202 program and from the Low Income Housing Tax Credit program. Project partners include the National Equity Fund, Wells Fargo Bank, and Clackamas County. The project architect is Michael Willis Architects and the general contractor is Walsh Construction Company. 
 
Northwest Housing Alternatives -- who builds affordable homes and creates opportunities for senior citizens, families and people with special needs -- has built more than 1,613 affordable housing units serving over 2,500 residents across Oregon in the past 30 years. This year residents of Northwest Housing Alternatives' affordable housing saved over $3.5 million dollars compared to what they would have paid in market rate apartments. NHA also operates the Annie Ross House emergency family shelter for Clackamas County families experiencing homelessness, and provides rapid re-housing and eviction prevention services through our HomeBase program. For details, visit www.nwhousing.org 
 

Overflow Crowd as Oakridge Park Opens in Lake Oswego. 
Posted: 09 Dec 2011 03:59 PM PST 
Originally created and posted on the Oregon Housing Blog. 

	

	Senator Merkley and NHA XO Martha McClennan at Oakridge Opening


Big event today in Lake Oswego for opening of Oakridge Park, the second HUD assisted elderly project in Lake Oswego, and the first in nearly 30 years. 

More about Oakridge Park from Northwest Housing Alternatives on their Facebook Page HERE. 
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Things to do this weekend in Lake Oswego
[image: merk.jpg]Grand Opening Celebration: Northwest Housing Alternatives will host a grand opening for Oakridge Park, 4225 Oakridge Road, from 1-4 p.m. Friday, Dec. 9.
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Sen. Jeff Merkley will be there to celebrate the opening of the "first affordable housing developed in the city in 30 years." 

Oakridge Park should be affordable to seniors with low incomes. Residents will pay just 30% of their income for rent (including utilities). 
 
Financing for the project comes from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Section 202 program and from the Low Income Housing Tax Credit program. Project partners include the National Equity Fund, Wells Fargo Bank, and Clackamas County. The project architect is Michael Willis Architects and the general contractor is Walsh Construction Company. 
 
Northwest Housing Alternatives -- who builds affordable homes and creates opportunities for senior citizens, families and people with special needs -- has built more than 1,613 affordable housing units serving over 2,500 residents across Oregon in the past 30 years.

This year residents of Northwest Housing Alternatives' affordable housing saved over $3.5 million dollars compared to what they would have paid in market rate apartments.

The agency also operates the Annie Ross House emergency family shelter for Clackamas County families experiencing homelessness, and provides rapid re-housing and eviction prevention services through its HomeBase program. For details, visit www.nwhousing.org 

-- Vickie Kavanagh; 503-294-5913; or follow me on Twitter @okavkid
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